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BEAUROCRATIC CONTROL 


The fishing industry in its program of 
opposition to that portion of the Colum- 
bia Basin program which involves the 
erection of high dams in the area where 
such obstructions would decimate the 
salmon runs, has been criticized for 
pointing a finger at this entire scheme, 
and warning that we were in danger of 
selling our birthright of free determina- 
tion, and our role in the American sys- 
tem of free enterprise, for a flood of 
tax dollars tossed into our area to de- 
velop a vast “‘planned” economy. 

In plain words we mean that when the 
Pacific Northwest accepts the billions of 
dollars of federal appropriations neces- 
sary to complete this Columbia Basin 
program, it will have to take along with 
the money a large measure of govern- 
ment control and direction of its econ- 
omy, not at the hands of its elected 
representatives, but at the hands of 
“administrators” appointed for reasons, 
political or otherwise, by the party in 
power at the seat of government in 
Washington, D.C. 

To a certain extent this has already 
happened. We can say, without fear of 
contradiction, that the most powerful 
man in the three Pacific Northwest 
states today is not an industrial tycoon, 
not a governor, an educator, or any 
elected representative of the people of 
this area. He is a career bureaucrat 
appointed to his position by influences 
far from this area—suave, subtle, and 
able—Dr. Paul J. Raver, administrator, 
for the Bonneville Power Administra- 
tion, which now controls the vast power 
network constructed with federal funds 
and through its tax subsidized competi- 
tive position, practically all the private 
power companies in the area. 

Dr. Raver has the power today to say, 
through manipulation of his complex 
power empire just what industries can 
develop here and those who must stay 
away or wait their turn; he can develop 
or hold back the progress of any com- 
munity by increasing the flow of power 
or cutting it back; he can threaten the 
people of the three states with a “brown- 
out” of lighting and heating facilities, 
while contracting better than half of his 
government power to three big corpora- 
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tions; he can threaten this great area 
with a power shortage while arranging 
the sale of power to a neighboring 
nation, 

That is lot of power for one man and 
Dr. Raver, perhaps naturally enough, 
occasionally exhibits a trace of the 
arrogance that power breeds, when 
laymen, including members of Congress, 
question or put any obstacles in the 
path of HIS “‘plan” for OUR develop- 
ment. As his power empire expands so 
will his personal power, or that of his 
successor. 
~ While Dr. Raver’s rule may be benefi- 
cent, the idea is what might be called 
un-American. We, and we believe many 
other citizens, would prefer to see our 
portion of the country develop, as it has 
to date, under the stimulus of private 
energy and initiative, rather than subject 
the area to some scheme devised and 
administered by a paternalistic gov- 
ernment. 

One thing certain is, that along with 
the flood of tax dollars; along with the 
dams and diversions, will come a flood 
of bureaucrats, administrators, and tax 
supported employees, to order our 
destiny. 

We wonder if it’s worth it. 





FISHERY RESEARCH 


The fishery resource of the Columbia 
River,and the Oregon Coast is being put 
under a magnifying glass by fishery 
biologists in an effort to bring to light 
as much as possible of the mass of 
factual data needed to evolve a sound 
conservation for use program, 

It is to be regretted that this program 
was not initiated years ago. Fishery 
research, particularly that involving the 
salmonoid fishes, is a lengthy process 
owing to the life cycle of these anad- 
romous fish which places them in the 
depths of the ocean for from two to four 
years of their life period. Had the pro- 
gram, underway today, under auspices 
of the Oregon Fish Commission, the 
Washington Department of Fisheries, 
and the Fish & Wild Life Bureau, had 
its inception a dozen years ago, we 
would be prepared to act rather than 


be compelled to wait in many instances 
for more factual guidance. 

On the basis of values produced every 
acre of the Columbia River in the fishing 
area produces more values than any 
other acre of surface in the Columbia 
Basin valley. Research to maintain and 
to perhaps increase this return is well 
worth the cost to the people of the 
states adjoining the river and _partici- 
pating in this fishery which has returned 
approximately a billion dollars in values 
in its long history. 


COVER PAGE 


The scene depicted on our cover page of 
this issue is part of a “fish farm” operated 
by the Oregon Fish Commission on the 
Klaskanine River near Astoria. The dark 
spots seen on the surface of the water in 
the foreground are the dorsal fins of “hen” 
silverside salmon. These female salmon 
will be held in the pond until their eggs 
ripen. The eggs will then be “stripped” 
into pails and fertilized with milt from 
male silversides which are being held in 
separate ponds. Several million silverside 
eggs are taken at this station annually, 
Hundreds of thousands of young salmon 
are held until an age of from 16 to 18 
months and then released to return as 
adult fish to the commercial and recrea- 
tional fishery of the Oregon Coast and 
Columbia River. The balance of the egg take 
is distributed to other Oregon coast streams, 
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Salmon Fishing 
Ends For Year; 
Pollution Bad 


River salmon production slacked off 
as November closed to a point where 
canning operations were closed for the 
year. Chum production was far below 
past figures but about the same as for 
thé last few years. River silver produc- 
tion was fair. 

One factor which slowed production 
was the presence in the lower river of a 
vast amount of “‘slime”’ attributed to a 
plankton growth encouraged by pulp 
mill wastes. This slime was so heavy 
that fishermen could not make more 
than a few hauls without going through 
the laborious job of cleaning their nets, 
with the result that so little return was 
made, that most fishermen left the 
river. The river season will officially 
close December 15, and remain closed 
until the end of January. 


Mines Menace 


The drag fishery, bothered by bad 
weather for many weeks encountered a 
new hazard when Japanese mines began 
showing up along the Oregon Coast, 
brought in on the Japanese current. 
Many were located and exploded. An 
armed depth charge was brought up in 
the trawl of Captain Lloyd Fletcher’s 
dragger Jimmy Boy. The Jimmy Boy 
brought the explosive, net and all, to the 
coast guard station at Hammond. Most 
fishermen believe now that the tuna 
clipper Zarembo III which suddenly 
disappeared hit an armed mine and was 
totally destroyed. 

As.a result of this menace drag boats 
were operating cautiously and only in 
the short winter daylight periods. 

Some coastal crab production started 
in November but no major production 
was expected until after the turn of 
the year. 

CRPA is taking advantage of the 
packing lull by installing a new concrete 
floor in its big salmon cannery at Astoria. 


VISITORS 


J. J. Vanden Bogaerde, fish reduction 
engineer, of Overveen, Holland. 

A. Van Stolk, of the Van Stolk Trad- 
ing Co., The Hague, Holland. 

Mr. Baruh, sales promotion manager, 
Fibre Board Products, San Francisco. 

Harold Robbins, Fibre Board Prod- 
ucts, Portland, Oregon. 

Sidney Carlson, former Astorian, su- 
perintendent California Packing Co., 
Honolulu, Hawaiian Islands. 





CRPA MACHINE SHOP 


Tree ss 





This important unit in CRPA operations is one of the most modern and completely 
equipped small machine shops on the coast. The bulk of its work is in connection with 
repair and renovation of marine engines and repair and building of cannery equipment. 





WEIGHT GUARANTY 


Weighing CRPA’s new pack of light meat tuna. The machine rejects under or overweight 


cans which are channeled to the weighers who take out excess weight or add tuna meat 


to reach the correct measure. 
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Research Groups 
Work to Obtain 
Fish Life Facts 


One of the hopeful signs indicative, 
perhaps, of successful future resistance 
against the inroads of a steadily increas- 
ing demand of both the recreational and 
commercial fisheries on our supply of 
food fish, is the research program being 
carried on by the Oregon Fish Commis- 
sion to collect sufficient factual data 
on which reasonable conservation pro- 
grams can be based. Too many so-called 
conservation drives in the past have been 
based on ignorance, selfishness, and 
prejudice rather than on a sound and 
scientific basis, designed for the best 
economic usage of the resource, com- 
mensurate with the necessity for main- 
taining it in perpetuity. 

This program is being directed by Don 
McKernan, commission director of re- 
search, working under Arne Suomela, 
master fish warden, with the full support 
of the commission members, John 
Veatch, Earl Hill, and Robert Jones. 


‘“FEEDIN’ FISH”’ 
ea Be 








Harry Hailman, employee, Big Creek State 

Fish Hatchery, says he didn’t feed any 

fish during 43 years of U.S. Navy service 

(three wars) but that is his job now. He is 

chef to hundreds of thousands of baby 
salmon. 
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This program during the past year has 
been operated on the basis of several 
major divisions. 


Columbia River Program 

This program has been carried on in 
cooperation with the Washington De- 
partment of Fisheries. During the year 
5,000 adult salmon were trapped and 
tagged in the lower river. By means of 
reports where and when these fish were 
caught in the commercial and recrea- 
tional fisheries, the rate of movement of 
these fish up the river; the delays and 
occasioned by the Bonneville 
Dam obstruction; and the percentage 
of runs taken in the fishery at various 
points in the river will be determined. 
Studies were also made on the extent 
of the Indian fishery at Celilo Falls, the 
upper limit of the major river fishing 
area. Late in the fall, with the salmon 
runs in the river for the greater part, 
these studies were shifted to the spawn- 
ing grounds. Efforts were centered upon 
determination of the upper rim of the 
spawning areas of the bulk of the spring 
and fall Chinook runs, and a search for 
any additional spawning waters that 
might be opened up. 


losses 


Coastal Salmon Studies 


Studies made on Oregon coastal 
streams south of the Columbia have re- 


‘vealed definitely that silverside salmon 


held from 16 to 18 months in hatcheries 
show a better than two to one return 
over those held only 12 months. As a 
result the 18 months holding plan has 
been established in all hatcheries. Sur- 
veys were made of available spawning 
areas and in many cases these were in- 
creased by the removal of log jams and 
old dams, the laddering or blasting of 
falls, and the halting of inimical logging 
practices under direction of the com- 
mission engineering department. 


Ocean Fishery Studies 


Studies conducted by the commission 
research staff during the summer in- 
cluded pilchard, tuna, and ocean salmon 
fisheries. The pilchard fishery was found 
to be in a depleted state and in need of 
regulation on a joint basis by the coastal 
states and Canada. Studies during the 
albacore tuna season are reported to 
have revealed valuable data in regard to 
variable quantities in which these fish 
appear off the northwest coast. Studies 
on the troll salmon fishery resulted in 
joint regulations by Oregon and Wash- 
ington, banning troll fishing for silver- 


—Continued on page 5, Column 2 
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Hatcheries Near 
Astoria Do Fine 
Production Job 


Two of the many highly productive 
hatcheries operated by the Oregon Fish 
Commission are located near Astoria, 
Oregon, center of the  state’s fish 
processing industry. 

Big Creek Hatchery, located about 20 
miles east of Astoria on a Columbia 
River tributary has the best supply of 
required type water for successful 
hatchery operation, of any lower river 
location. Nine ponds are in operation 
at the present time. Over 900,000 finger- 
ling silver salmon are being reared in 
these ponds. They will be released in 
April, 1948, and should be over six 
inches long at that time. The fall Chi- 
nook egg take at this station was very 
successful. About a half million eggs 
were taken the balance of the potential 
of about 3,000,000 being allowed to go 
upstream for natural spawning. Some 
surplus eggs will be brought to this 
station from Bonneville hatchery. 
Twenty-one additional ponds are planned 
for this station with the result that 
future operations may be greatly ex- 
panded. 





RESEARCH GROUPS 
WORK TO OBTAIN 
FISH LIFE FACTS 


—Continued from page 4, column 2 


sides except between July 1 and No- 
vember 15 of each year, and limiting 
the size of Chinooks which may be 
legally caught to 27 inches in length. 


Shellfish Studies 


Studies were pursued in relation to 
the crab, clam, and oyster fisheries and 
it was indicated that regulations de- 
signed to protect the supply of these 
items would be issued in the near future. 
A search is being conducted for suitable 
new growing beds for oysters and the 
extent of the hardshell clam fishery, 
which has been practically unregulated 
is being studied. Studies on crabs are 
directed toward determining at what 
size they attain average maximum 
growth and at what season the meat 
content of the shell reaches its highest 


point. 








HATCHERY HEAD 


Cliff Ritter, Superintendent, Big Creek 
Hatchery. 








Klaskanine Hatchery 

Over 800,000  silverside fingerlings 
are being held at the Klaskanine station 
about 12 miles southeast of Astoria for 
April release. Over 1,000,000 Chinook 
eggs were taken during the fall season 
and indications are that around 8,000,000 
silverside eggs will be taken. In addition 
to the eggs taken enough adult female 
fall Chinook salmon to produce approxi- 
mately 2,000,000 eggs were allowed to 
escape upriver for natural spawning. 

As a result of the 1945 egg take 
over 1,000,000 fall Chinook fry and 
almost 2,000,000 silverside fry were 
released from this station in the spring 


of 1947. 





GOOD CROP 
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Max Frame (right) superintendent Klas- 
kanine State Fish Hatchery near Astoria 
and an assistant smile as they contemplate 
a good crop of healthy salmon fry. Raising 
baby salmon requires experience, care, 


and luck. 
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One of the most important jobs being 
undertaken by the Oregon Fish Com- 
mission is that of finding additional 
spawning grounds for the salmon runs 
into the Columbia River and_ other 
Oregon Coast streams. As the erection 
of dams radically reduces the spawning 
area once available more room must 
he sought. Much available space on 
tributary streams have been blocked 
off by falls, log jams, and unused dams 
once used to flood logs down the river. 
In other cases fish are being led away 
from a clear path upriver into power 
system spillways. } 

In such cases the commission's en- 
gineering force, often working in con- 
junction with Oregon Game Commis- 
sion, blasts the log jams, and blast or 
ladder the dams and falls. Diversions 


which may divert adult or fingerling 
salmon to their deaths are being 


ecreened. 

Among the projects worked on in the 
last 18 months are the following: 

New ladder on mill dam in north fork 
of the Willamette. 

Barred entrance to Waterville Canal 
on the McKenzie. 

Blasted fishway on falls on Alsea 
River opening up 15 additional miles of 
spawning water. 

Blasted fishways in falls on 
skanie River and on Fall Creek, 
River. 

Corrective work on Smith River Falls 
in conjunction with restocking program. 


Clat- 
Alsea 


New fishway on Shere Falls, De- 
schutes River. 

Fishways at dams on the Tualatin 
and Lewis and Clark Rivers. 

Fishways at falls on the Nehalem, 


Eagle Creek, and west fork of the 
Millicoma River. 

Laddered Eagle Creek Falls in Clack- 
amas River and a falls in Cedar Creek 
on the Siletz River. 

Removed log jams on the Wilson 
River and blasted two saw mill dams on 
the Siuslaw River system, and another 
dam on the Necanicum. 

New fishways ordered at dams at 
Mills City, North Santiam, and_ the 
Scio mill dam, Jordan on Thomas Creek 
and Lebanon dam, all of which are on 
the South Santiam-W illamette. 





Filemoriam 


Columbia River fisheries interests lost a 
good friend and valuable ally, in the death 
Tuesday night, November 11, at his home 
in Seattle of Fred J. Foster, supervisor of 
river basin study for the United States Fish 
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COUNTING 
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SALMON FRY 


The number of fish per pound in each breeding pond is charted, and then the total fry 
released are weighed. In this manner the Oregon Fish Commission keeps an accurate 
check on young salmon released to go to sea. 





& Wild Life Service, since he resigned as 
Director of Department of Fisheries for 
the State of Washington in 1944. 

Foster had a wide knowledge of fishery 
problems. He had served as state director 
of fisheries in Missouri and Florida; as a 
member of Fraser River Sockeye Commis- 
sion, and during the days of the old U.S. 
Fisheries Bureau as district superintendent 
for the nine Rocky Mountain states, and 
later as the bureau’s top representative for 
12 western states. 

Foster was fearless and courageous. He 
arrived at his convictions in fishery matters, 
slowly and after thorough investigation, 
but once satisfied, he was on the right 
track, was ready to defend his position 
against any interest. He had a thorough 
knowledge of the Columbia River fishery 
and was convinced that the Columbia 
Basin dam building program would de- 
stroy the river salmon resource unless 
adjusted along lines designed to preserve 
the fishery. He did not hesitate to express 
this conviction publicly, although his 
contentions were sometimes in opposition 
to those expressed by the heads of his own 
department, and to the plans of the larger 
and more influential bureaus in the De- 
partment of Interior. His loss, at a time 
when the whole problem of preservation of 
the Columbia River fisheries is reaching a 
crisis, will be keenly felt. 





The above trophy was won during the past 
season by CRPA’s “Bumble Bee” women’s 
bowling teams on the Astoria Alleys. 
Team members were: Hannah Eckhart, 
captain; Lydia Joki, Ellen Severson, Ellen 
Larson, Myrna Fitzgerald. The team held 
high game. Joki won first place in doubles 
and second in the singles. Eckhart had 
high team total. This year’s team is entered 
in a more advanced league. Members are 
Eckhart, Joki, Helen Bearman. Elna John- 
son, and Jean Taylor. 


LIGHT MEAT TUNA 
PACK ADDED TO 
CRPA PRODUCTS 


CRPA added another high quality 
seafood item to its extensive list of 
products by an announcement in No- 
vember of the packing of a limited 
quantity of light meat tuna. The com- 
pany’s previous tuna pack included 
only the white meated albacore tuna. 
Packing of this new item is expected to 
ke completed by the middle of December 
and allocations of this pack have been 
made to our respective markets under 
our well known Clover Leaf brand. 

This light meat tuna pack is _pro- 
duced in both the solid pack and 
shredded form. The shredded pack, we 
believe, is greatly superior to other 
available packs of so-called grated or 
shredded tuna. It has not been reduced 
io the consistency of a coarse sawdust 
nor does it have the pasty composition 
of other packs. As it contains a fair 
quantity of good size chunks of tuna 
meat this pack is particularly adaptable 
to a variety of preparations for the 
table. It is planned to have a substantial 
pack of this type of tuna appear on our 
production list in future seasons. 


























We would call the trade’s attention to 
the fact that we have a limited pack of 
choice Chinook salmon under our 
Swiftwater brand. We also have a lim- 
ited quantity of fancy Silverside salmon 
in both halves and quarters. As we have 
not been in a position to quote offerings 
of our Bumble Bee fancy for the past 30 
days the above items represent excep- 
tional values for shipment after the 
turn of the year, keeping in mind the 
fact that canned fish products are 
always in excellent demand during the 
Lenten season. 

Owing to continued bad. weather con- 
ditions which have prevented the opera- 
tion of the dragger fleet off this coast 
we have not been able to offer our 
popular Bumble Bee frozen sole fillets 
in carload lots. We expect to be in the 


market with this product whenever 
weather conditions permit an extended 


fishing effort. 





Atlantic City Plans 


CRPA’s representatives at the Atlan- 
tic City convention of the National 
Canners and Food Packers’ Convention 
in January will be located at the Shel- 
bourne Hotel in that city from January 
14 to 19 inclusive. Appointment sched- 
ules are now being prepared and our 
sales representatives will be notified in 
sufficient time to arrange their visiting 
schedules. Following the convention 
plans are being made for visits to market 
centers in the New York and New 
England areas. 
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Columbia River Packers Association announced to the trade 
this month a pack of solid pack and shredded light meat tuna 
under its well known Cloverleaf brand. The 1947 pack of this 


NEW CRPA PRODUCT 
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product is limited in extent but is indicative of CRPA’s plans 


EF FANCY TUNA 
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to expand its products into a full line of sea food offerings. 
It is expected that light meat tuna product will be a permanent 
feature of CRPA’s future production. 
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